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Availability: Please visit this website for more information about the instrument: 
 
Mullen Scales of Early Learning instrument. 

Classification: Supplemental – Highly Recommended: Cerebral Palsy (CP) 

Supplemental: Epilepsy, Neuromuscular Diseases (NMD), and Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI) 

Short 
Description of 
Instrument: 

Description: The Mullen Scales of Early Learning (MSEL) includes five scales that 
provide information on cognitive and motor ability. The five scales include: Gross 
Motor (0–33 months only), Visual Reception, Fine Motor, Expressive Language and 
Receptive Language. In addition to assessing a child’s strength and weaknesses, this 
measure is used to assess school readiness. Included in the questionnaire are three 
different forms depending on the age of the child; 15 minute test for a 1-year old, 25–
35 minute test for 3 year olds and 40–60 minutes for 5 year olds. The report generated 
from this measure includes a list of tasks that parents can help their child learn at 
home (based on age). 

Permissible Values: T-scores, percentiles, and age-equivalents are given for each scale, 
plus an Early Learning Composite score (M=100, SD=15). 

Procedures: Administration time is 15 to 60 minutes, depending on the child's age. The 
younger the child the less time it takes to complete this measure. This instrument 
should be interpreted by individuals with a doctorate in psychology, education, or a 
related field. 

Comments: This test is appropriate for children from birth to age 68 months. 

TBI Rationale: The test “has strong psychometric properties and has been used with a 
variety of populations including children with TBI.” – McCauley et al. 2012. 
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